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1. You have been asked to gather documents related to Goodridge v. Department. of 
Public Health, the same-sex marriage case decided in November 2003 by the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. Find the SJC docket for the case; locate 
the amicus curiae brief filed by a group of law professors, including BU Profs. 
Beermann, Volk and Yackle; and a copy of the Complaint filed by the plaintiff 
couples at the trial court. 

 
2. Also in the Goodridge case, locate the brief filed with the SJC by Attorney 

General Thomas Reilly on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the 
case. 

 
3. Your professor is interested in monitoring a case, Ali v. Federal Bureau of 

Prisons, on which the U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari late last month. 
Gather any available documents related to the case, and answer the question: Did 
the Solicitor General oppose the petition for a writ of certiorari? 

 
4. Locate the transcript of the oral argument before the U.S. Supreme Court in the 

pledge of allegiance case, Elk Grove Unified School Dist. v. Newdow, decided in 
2004. Did the plaintiff in the original case, Michael Newdow, argue the case on 
his own behalf before the Court? 

 
5. Locate the amicus curiae brief filed by the ACLU with the U.S. Supreme Court in 

Gideon v. Wainwright (1963). 
 

6. Regarding the prosecution of Lewis “Scooter” Libby, former Chief of Staff to 
Vice President Cheney:  (a) Locate the transcript of Libby’s testimony before the 
grand jury that investigated possible criminal acts related to disclosure of the 
identity of a covert CIA agent Valerie Plame; and (b) Consult the docket of the 
criminal case before the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, 
and check to see if the file reflects the sentence imposed on Libby by Judge 
Walton on Tuesday, June 5 (yesterday). 

 
7. Find the closing arguments of the attorneys (William Jennings Bryan and 

Clarence Darrow) in the Scopes trial (1925), when a teacher named John Scopes 
was prosecuted for violating Tennessee’s law against teaching the theory of 
evolution. 
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SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
for the Commonwealth 

Case Docket

HILLARY GOODRIDGE & others vs. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & another 
SJC-08860 

CASE HEADER
Case Status Decided (Full Opinion) Status Date 11/18/2003
Nature Declaratory judgment Entry Date 09/24/2002
Appellant Plaintiff Case Type Civil
Brief Status Brief Due
Quorum Marshall, C.J., Greaney, Ireland, Spina, Cowin, Sosman, Cordy, JJ.
Argued Date 03/04/2003 Decision Date 11/18/2003
AC/SJ Number 2002-P-1162 Citation 440 Mass. 309
DAR/FAR Number DAR-12859 Lower Ct Number SUCV2001-01647
Lower Court Suffolk Superior Court Lower Ct Judge Thomas E. Connolly, J.
Route to SJC Direct Appellate Review

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Note: Same A.C. Docket NO. DAR-12860.
Full party name: Professors of Expression and Constitutional Law
Full party name: The Religious Coalition for the Freedom to Marry
Full party name: The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
Full party name: Unitarian Universalist Association
Full party name: Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association Massachusetts Bay District 
Chapter
Full party name: United Church of Christ Coalition for LGBT Concerns
Full party name: United Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches
Full party name: Church of the Sacred Earth; A Union of Pagan Congregations
Full party name: Individual Representatives of Faith Communities
Full party name: Professors of State Constitutional Law
Full party name: Coalition gaie et lesbienne du Quebec
Full party name: Federation internationale des ligues des Droits de l'Homme
Full party name: Inter-American Center for Human Rights
Full party name: International Lesbian and Gay Law Association
Full party name: Japan Association for the Lesbian and Gay Law Movement
Full party name: Lesbian and Gay Equality Project
Full party name: Lesbian and Gay Legal Equality

http://www.ma-appellatecourts.org/display_docket.php?dno=SJC-08860 (1 of 22) [6/8/2007 11:47:53 AM]
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TO ORDER COPIES OF ANY DOCUMENTS LISTED BELOW, CALL WESTLAW COURTEXPRESS

1-877-DOC-RETR (1-877-362-7387) (Additional Charges Apply).

For Opinion See: 798 N.E.2d 941

This docket is current through 12/30/2004.

To retrieve an updated version of this docket, click UPDATE.

Dockets - MASSACHUSETTS - SUPREME COURT

Current Date: 06/08/2007

Source: MASSACHUSETTS SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT, MASSACHUSETTS

CASE INFORMATION

Case Title: HILLARY GOODRIDGE & OTHERS v. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

HEALTH & ANOTHER

Court: MASSACHUSETTS SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT

Case Number: SJC-08860

Case Type: APPEALS

Case Subtype: CIVIL

Description: DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

Key Nature of Suit: APPEALS (030)

Key Nature of Suit: REMEDIES; JUDGMENTS; DECLARATORY (400.40.05)

Date Filed: 09/24/2002

Judge: MARSHALL, C.J., GREANEY, IRELAND, SPINA, COWIN,

SOSMAN, CORDY, JJ.

Case Status: DECIDED (FULL OPINION)

Case Status Date: 11/18/2003

Disposition Date: 11/18/2003

Related/Companion Cases: DAR/FAR NUMBER: DAR-12859; AC/SJ NUMBER: 2002-P-1162

LOWER COURT INFORMATION

Lower Court: SUFFOLK SUPERIOR COURT

Lower Court Judge: THOMAS E. CONNOLLY, J.

Lower Court Case Number: SUCV2001-01647

Citation: 440 MASS. 309

Miscellaneous Information: ROUTE TO SJC: DIRECT APPELLATE REVIEW; ARGUED DATE:

© 2007 Thomson/West. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works.

http://www.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?rs=dfa1.0&vr=2.0&FindType=Y&SerialNum=2003847757
http://www.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?rs=dfa1.0&vr=2.0&DB=MA-SCT-DW&DocName=CN%28SJC-08860%29&FindType=%23
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