Strategies for Finding Briefs, Dockets and Court Documents
June 6, 2007
Problems and Sample Pages

. You have been asked to gather documents related to Goodridge v. Department. of
Public Health, the same-sex marriage case decided in November 2003 by the
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. Find the SJIC docket for the case; locate
the amicus curiae brief filed by a group of law professors, including BU Profs.
Beermann, VVolk and Yackle; and a copy of the Complaint filed by the plaintiff
couples at the trial court.

. Also in the Goodridge case, locate the brief filed with the SIC by Attorney
General Thomas Reilly on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the
case.

. Your professor is interested in monitoring a case, Ali v. Federal Bureau of
Prisons, on which the U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari late last month.
Gather any available documents related to the case, and answer the question: Did
the Solicitor General oppose the petition for a writ of certiorari?

Locate the transcript of the oral argument before the U.S. Supreme Court in the
pledge of allegiance case, EIk Grove Unified School Dist. v. Newdow, decided in
2004. Did the plaintiff in the original case, Michael Newdow, argue the case on
his own behalf before the Court?

. Locate the amicus curiae brief filed by the ACLU with the U.S. Supreme Court in
Gideon v. Wainwright (1963).

. Regarding the prosecution of Lewis “Scooter” Libby, former Chief of Staff to

Vice President Cheney: (a) Locate the transcript of Libby’s testimony before the
grand jury that investigated possible criminal acts related to disclosure of the
identity of a covert CIA agent Valerie Plame; and (b) Consult the docket of the
criminal case before the United States District Court for the District of Columbia,
and check to see if the file reflects the sentence imposed on Libby by Judge
Walton on Tuesday, June 5 (yesterday).

Find the closing arguments of the attorneys (William Jennings Bryan and
Clarence Darrow) in the Scopes trial (1925), when a teacher named John Scopes
was prosecuted for violating Tennessee’s law against teaching the theory of
evolution.
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Westlaw:

TO ORDER COPI ES OF ANY DOCUMENTS LI STED BELOW CALL WESTLAW COURTEXPRESS
1-877-DOC- RETR (1-877-362-7387) (Additional Charges Apply).

For Opinion See: 798 N E.2d 941

Thi s docket is current through 12/30/2004.

To retrieve an updated version of this docket, click UPDATE.
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